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Prohibition’s Birthday Is Both Wet and Dry;
_ With Liquor in Ample Quantity for the Year

End of First Dry
Year Rgveals Para-
doxical Conditions
With Sponsors
and Opponents of
Lusty - Eighteenth
Amendment Grati-
fied, Yet Disap-
pointed, at Work-
ing of National
Anti-Liquor Law

WILLIAM MARTIN WILLIAMS.

Commissioner of Internal Revenue,
whose es on liquor consumption
and supply show count®’s wetness.

HE Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution, providing for
national prohibition, went into effect just one year ago to-day.

The following article summarizes the results of the first year

under the amendment, from the official records in Washington. The
article also describes the general conditions throughout the country, and
it includes what the protagonists of prohibition have to say about the

present and the future.

New York Heravo Bureauv,
Wasaixoron, D, ., Jun, 15,

HE first foll year of natlonal prohi-
I bition, completed to-day, finds John
Barleycorn allve and kicking. In

fact he Is kicking so hard that the natien
lﬁm wit lve Issue that will last for
ny years to come,

In general the results of the frst dry
year for the natlon are an intriguing and
entangling mass of facts, figures and opin-
fons, advanced convinclngly from many
polnts of view.

_There Is one outstanding and generally
agreed fact, The United States is not dry.
Even the most ardent supporters of prohi-
bition agree that it I not, Prohibition
Commissioner Jolm F. Kramer, officlally
the highest authority and privately a sup-
porter of the law, says that It will never
be. At the same time he declares prohibi-
tion is here to stay, but sith a fight. ~

Ligquor in one form or another can be
purchnsed most everywhere, 'This Is not
successfully denled. Any citizen, anywhere,
with the price ean prove It., Those who
think wet say that this proves that prohi-
bition does not prohibit. Those who think
dry say that it will and price is the barom-
eter, If the Intter contentlon s right, the
enil Is inevitable. The barometer 1s going
up, The price in some places is $25 a
iquart, which to a large percentage of ecit-
zenry I8 already prohibitive.

41,000,000 Proof Gallons Consumed

In Year, Not Counting Home Brew

However, there Is one ontstanding offi-
¢inl fact in the record of the first year's
aperations, Tn 1920 the American people,
or the hmbibing portlon of the people, drank
or In some manner consumed approximately
41,000,000 proof gallons of distilled spirits.
This Is the ofcial total complled by the
Internn]l Revenue Burean. It does not In-

¢liude the untold and uneounterl gallons of

home brew and various and sundry liguors
intoxicating to more or less degree that
wore hrewed, distilled or concocted nt home
or made and peddled by bootleggers.

There Is left In officlally bonded ware-
nousest n rnther imposing quantity of dis-
tlled  spirits—officlally 51.587.201 proof
gnlloms at the end of November—and spirits
are still belng mnade. Three distilleries
are making whiskey, scores of others are
making aleohol, Whiskey, gin, brandy, wine
ani other heverages are stored In 378 ware-
houses seattered nll over the country, many
of them, aecording to official statement.
without adequate protection,

Out of the general conflict of figures,
statements and opinions come these copelu-
slohs: i

The United States Is not dry.

It will not be for perhaps Several-yenrs,

There Is much whiskey and other alco-
holle hevernges In the land and much ob-
talnahle,

Whiskey—particularly good whiskey—Is
hard to get and too high for the average
pockethook,

Raloons are gone,

The little ditty:

“Hush, little barroom, don't you ery,
You'll e a drug stora by and hye™

hos bheen revised, Many lttle drug stores
hive become barrooms. Not In the old
senee, hut becaunse they are surreptitiouns
drinking places,

Mootlegging and whiskey running have
lwcome ag Industry—an evil induostry, If
v will—hut a rather widesprend ocieupa-
tion, and one that brings no contumely In
many quarters,

There hae ensued a debauchery of bri-
hery, theft and even murder and other high
crimes, and Hllelt teansnctions, hroad or
lHmitexl In the opinfons pro and con,

Moral effect 1s highly controversiul.
Rome of the stanchest advocates of prohi-
bitlon, notably Deets Pleket of the Methos
dist BEplacopnl Reform Burean, sny that
the moral and crime factor Is Influenced by
the internatlonal wave of crime following
the war,

Ity ranning that dled with the slave
Lenflic has been revived on both consts and
alimg the horders,

Barroom drinking and the evils that fol-

perhaps forever.

lowed in its train have totally disappeared

There I8 less pay day drunkenness in In
dustry.

Various community compllations by re-
form organizations show less arrests, In-
shity, Immorality amd Inearcerntion for
disorderly conduct and similar offences.

Holdups, shooting and other ldwlessness
on whiskey running highways, notably the
Baltimore and Washington Boulevard,
have been due to considerable extent to
persons engaged In an iIHelt business prey-
ing upon one another,

Results as Shown by Official

Figures of Internal Revenue

" Available whiskey at distances from
constlines or border Is becoming poor In

quality.

Prohibitlon enforcement %s becoming
more effective.

There Is widespread and largely un-

checked home brewing and distilling nuu
much [lieit distilling for commercial pur-

8,

All of these things, while fairly well es-
tablished, are subject to controversy. OM-
cial figures from the Internal Revenue Bu-
reau show these results up to September 1:

In all, 17,878 persons were arrested by
prohibition enforcement officers, The num-
ber does not Include State and municipal
arrests not reported.

Of this number, 17,708 persons were rec-
ommended for. prosecution,

i There were destroyed 6,830 {lllelt distil-

There were destroyed 7,511 illicit stills
of one kind and another,

Several big brewing plants were seized,
but without final action as yet.

Six revenue ng\!:‘ts have been killed in
ralds and one In a'train wreck. The one
In the traln wreck and a namber of other
persons killed as n result of ralds and
whiskey running holdups are not counted
by the enforcement service In the list of
casunlties.

Property wilth an appraised wvalue _of
$3,562,311 was seized. This included 93,
T80 gallons of spirits destroyed and 128,404
gallons of spirits placed In storage, mostly
In New York nnd Chleago. Tt also Inelud-
el automoblles to an approximate valne of
$1.000.000 that were nsed mostly by boot-
leggers, .

Taxes and pennlties were assesged ngninst
offenders under the constitational amend-
ment agEregnting $23,340687. Not all of
this has been collected, and some of it
never will be, because of Inabllity to "

Starting upon its second year of pmm-
tion the United States has In storage n
478 warchouses throughout the country
nenrly 50,000,000 gallens of distilled spir-
its, enough to,lnst a considerable spell at
the present rate of withdrawal. Total fig-
ures for all classes of spirits have been com-
plled by the Internal Revenue Bureau only

up as far as November 1. This complla-
tlon showws:
Whiskey ....cecvseeeness. 48213446
Rom ..... sersressasunn 401,600
S =i eqriie B 004,296
High wines ..... csrvebonss 2,305
Aleohol ....ievaveinniinies B788,784
(‘ologne of neutral spirit... BA2.AT0
BPRRY . ovoiiiiniiveciua iy 600,130
TR s-svi50 0 suvdnadtnams 61,537,201

Like nll of the figures cited, these are
proof gallons,

Proof gallons are a mengure of wleoholle
vomtent, and not llquld quantity. A proof

gnllon 18 6O per cent. aleohol and 5O per '

cent, of other substance, Consequently the
setunl lquld measare of the quantity re-
maining, and the quantity withdrawn Is
considerahly more than that shown by the
officlal figures, which are always In proof
gnlloms,

There are three distilleries operating st
the present time making whiskey, It Is for
medicinal use, and the Revenue Burean
nhjects to ealling It heverage “pirits, hut it

rensonably sure to be Imbibed, even If°

k:tl with hilarlons intent,

Becnuse of this monufacture and the fact
that wcoves of distilleries are making in-
dustrinl alcohol—they are the old line dls-

¥

tilleries—there Is an apparent wast dis-
crepancy between the amount we started
out with as a dry natlon, the amount con-
sumed and the amount now avallable

During our first dry year withdrawals
from warehouses avernged well overs 3,000,
000 proof gullons—not llquid gallons—n
month. In the heyday of hilarity with-
drawals for beverage purposes exceeded
this figure many times,
Ing to the lmpositlon of Federal taxes and
In 1017 was 106,000,000 gallons,

Under natlonal prohibitlon the with-

drawnls in 1020 were:

Month.
January .J......00000.0.

Gallons.
2,218,351
1,773,122
4,036,029
3,686,710
4,099,465
3,620,118
4,005,440
4,060,244
3,794,115
4,376,313
3,354,108
2,135,876

Total ressvecess.. 40,906,690

The December figure 18 an estimate and
may be lower because of the shutting down
on withdrawals on orders of Commissioner
Kramer to bring mediclnal stocks to a
minlmum,

Begluning May 1 the revenue bureao
reclassifled report on distilled spirits. De-
talled ﬂn’{:-n for May and June last indl-
cate the rate of prodnction. There was
made in Industrial alcohol plants under the
new classification in those two months 18.-
033,551 gallons of aleohol. During the lnst
fiscal year and up to May 1 distillpries mak-
ing medicinal whiskey turned out 224,705
gallons of whiskey.

The fact that many distillerles are still
opernting under permit seems to he gen
erally ovarlooked. The pormlar Impression
of the nation's whiskey ration has heen the
amount that was on hand when prohthition
came. A ww ary vear reduced the total
quantity of spirits Just about 12,000,000
proof gallons, or 1,000,000 gallons a month,
The 50,000,000 gallons remalning will econ-
sequently go a long way nnless efforts of
enforcement officers and theg defs to llmit
productlon to a greater extent meet with
success,

Wets and Drys Preparing
Statements That Conflict

Prohibition and other reform leaders In
Washington and leaders of the wets are
hard at work preparing statements as to
the outcome gf prohibitlon over the course
of year., These statements are sadly In
confliet, The dlscussion Is by no means
closed and opposing forces are bullding
thelr fences for battle not only hefore the
next Cougress but before the one to bhe elect-
ofl In 1022,

In general, one of the most signifieant re-
sulte of the first year has been that the
problem, if such It may be ealled, has heen
Inrgely one of community settlement, de-
spite the constitutional amendment and the
natlonal law. " Rome communities are rea-
sonahly dry, many are very wet, and aleo-
holle beverages are obialnable at n price in
very nearly every one of them.

Bpokesmen for the dry forees point out
that the greatest nchievement in the fact
that =alogns have gone forever, They have
surveyed many commuonitles aml sincersly
doclare thé moral and general effect has

heen There s less drunkenness,
more happy homes, less crime and better
morals, they assert, and they produce flg-
ures,

Opponents clalm otherwise, and they oo
have fAgures. Washington, belng the cen-
tre of political activity, has been consider
ably amd convincingly figured both waya
It is and it is not a better community, de-
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lons of distilled spirits.

and “spirits” are still being made.

During 1920 the American people consumed 41,000,000 proef gal-
There is left, in officially honded warehouses, 51,000,000 gallons—

During the year 6839 illicit distilleries and 7,511 illicit stills were
destroyed, and several brewing plants seized.

During the year 93,789 gallons of spirits were destroyed and 123,
494 gallons were placed in storage.

Taxes and penalties were assessed against offenders. under the
constitutional amendment aggregating $23,340,687.

pending upon whether the figures for drunk-
enness and crime are prepared by Deets
P'icket of the Methodlst Eplscopal Prohibi-
tlon and Reform Bureau, a proponent, or
by Representative Tinkham, an gpponent.

Of all of the other communities in the
country, Some are more so and some are
less so0, either way. Proponents say that
the terrifying evil Influence of the saloom
upon Ameriean polities Is dend. Opponents
nssert that prohibltion has led to a de-
bauchery of bribery, killilng and other
crimes.

Kramer Blames the Average Citizen
for Laxity in Dry Erforcement

Commlissloner Kramer holds the view
that this generation may not see the full
results of prohibition, but “eur children
will.” He holds the view that the law I8
effective and good and that prohibition will
soom he tight, On the popular side of the
question he had this comment to offer:

“The trouble with prohibition enforce-
ment has been that the average Amerlcan
eltizen has not acqulesced In it and the pub-
lle preas hasg generally glven no Indieatlon
that It was (n favor of the law, Everything
hns been written and spoken to distount
such enforcement and to ridigule the of-
ficials eharged with carrying out the law."

Deets Pleket sald that there was no
doubt that enforcement was effectlve and
becoming befter. “The work,” he said,
“has been hard. There 1s no doubt that
half of the force shonld be fired, hut 1t hns
mgny consclentions and sincere workers,
Former drinkers and saloon men should not
have been hired, but the force 15 belng
pruned and Commissioner Kramer ls dolng
great work."

The general results of the first year are
perhaps better sommarized from the dry
slde by Warne B, Wheeler, genernl counsel
and leglslntive snperintendent of the Anti
Saloon League of Amerien, who, his been
fhrough every stage of the fight, The
whiskey runners and those engaged in other

iMleft transactions have no spokesmen,
Mr, Wheeler sald:

“The first year of prohibition hns re-
vealed what a strangle hold the Hguor traffic
had on the soclnl, economiec and politleal
life of the nation, In the light of these reve-

lations It is little short of a miracle that
this organized evil was ever outlywed.
“It tnkes nn Indlvidual econsiderable time

to mober up after a long debanch, It takes
A natlon of mote than »n hundred millions A
proportionately thnger time (o get on It

foet, get the polson out of its system and
have normal self-control after a hundred
years' delbinch,

“The first year, has acenmulated ovidence
that the Hguor teaffie ls the most lawless,

ecorrupt Institution In the nation. It has
always deflod regulative, restrictive and
State prohibition leglslation.  The eredu-

lous belleved that when prohibliion was
written Into the Constitution it would
recognize the organle law of the land. True
to tta eriminnl past, It has defied the Con-

stitution of the United States aml the laws
enacted to make It offective wherever It
conld bulldoge or corrupt loeal or Federnl
officials into giving Its protection. Taking
advantage of the fact that the habitual user

of aleohol will resort to almost the same
methods to secure this narcotic drug that
dope flends do to secure opium, the liguor
traffic bas encouraged every phase of law-
lessness at a time when this was a peculiar
menace to the natlon.

"“"After every war there has been a wave
of erime. When wages decline and the cost
of llving is high and there is unemployment
there is always additional lawlessness,
Taking advantage of this condition, the
liquor traffic has tried to fan the flame
into a conflagration. In some places they
have partly suceceeded. In New York, New
Jersay and In some other places there has
been an organized, systematie effort to
bring the enforeement of the prohibition
law Into dlsrepute. Federal officers have
been corrupted and local public sentiment
encouraged m.m.ake lght of deflance of
law.
“Upon sober second thought the people
of these centres will realize that they are
playing with fire. Permitted violations of
the prohibitlon law will enconrage lawless-
ness all along the lne.

Believes Wet or Dry World
Rests With the United States

“This first dry year Is presenting n new
challenge to the friends of democracy.
Every successful democracy rests on the
corperstone of intelligence, morallty, pa-
triotism and enforcement of law. If a
law that tends to encourage these pssentinls
of democracy canmnot be enforced when It
hag been adopted by the orderly proceases
of government, then democracy is a fallure.
To take the positlon that laws only must be
enacted which have no opposition means
morgl degeneration, and the failore of this
demoeracy will be the same ax other demoe-
racies which have gone to ruin through
moral decay.

“Praoliibition In the Unlted States is the
target for worldwide attack. A determined
propaganda I8 elreulated to discredit it, The
arguments are strangely Incdonsistent, They
claim 1t is drastle, destroys personal Mb-
erty and property, and that It Is a fadlure
Every one gets all the llquor he wants, The
statements kill themselvee, The peason for
this worldwide wet propagandn ls that, If
the United States makes good under pro-
Illlilﬂnl'l the world wiil follow her example
The United Siates holde the strategle posi-
tion to eonfer a blessing upon humanity that
Is worldwlde.

“Prohibition In the natlon, llKe prohibi-
tion In the States, is a growth. No Btate
prohibition Inw has remalned {of the form
firet adopted for any great length of time,
When first presented, legislators refused. to
bellave that the llquor Intorests wounld re-
sort to all kinds of devices and schemes to
esvade the law. For this reason the Iaw
was enncted on the theory that lHanor
dealers wonld have ardinary respect for lnw,
In every State the law had to be strength-
ened after being first adopted, We will
have the same experience In the nation,

“Here are. some of the provizslons which
should be adopted by Congress or by regu-
Intlons by the department if anthorized

“The importation of whiskey and spirit-
nons lHguors into this country shonld be pro-
hibited. This is o4 =ample of the wet ad

WAYNE B. WHEELER,
General counsel of the Anti-Saloon
League, who calls the liquor traffic
“most lawless in the nation.”

vertisgements on imports in London. There
I8 no excuse for importing liguor Into this
nation as long as we have over 4,000,000
gallons In storage.

“Permits to make whiskey and intoxi-
cating llguors should not be granted until
the present supply is below one or two
hundred thousand gallons. There are three
distillerles now operating.

“Better regulations to control the con-
ventration of liquors and withdrawal of
fleohol for non-beverage purposes are mani-
festly needed,  These withdrawals for non-
beverage nse have increased from 800,000
to 4,000,000 gallons per month, #l

“Power should be given to the Taw en-
forcement depamtment to purchase nuto-
mobiles and motor boats.

*“Jurisdiction should be given fto the
courts In the Philippines and the islands
suhject to the jurlsdiction of the Unlted
States to enforce the Federal prohibition
fict. The courts in the Philippines have re
fused thus far to accept Jurisdiction, al-
though the Elghteenth Amendment applies
in those islands,

“There are certain substitute drugs for
aleohol which #hould be prohibited—for in-
stance, peyote is ealled dry whiskey, and i«
a drug nsed among the Imdians. The bill
to prohibit it was passed in the House, hut
has not been acted upon by the Senate.

Five New Organizations
Opposing the Amendment

“In addition, five new national liquor
arganizations have come Into the fleld to
aoppose. the Elghteenth Amendment. The
Association Opposed to National Prohibition
has its headquarters in New York. 1t re-
cently hoasted that It had $1,000,000,000
suhscribed to see to it that the Elghteenth
Amendment shonld not become operative.
The Assoclation Opposed to the Prohibition
Amendment has its headquarters in Wash-
Ington. It boasPs that no lHquor dealer 1=
elgible, but its programme Is as follows,
according to its own statement:

“1. To get the Volstead act out of the
law,

“2. To permit every State under the con-
current clanse to pass Its own enfarcement
net.

"It also states In paragraph 6 of its
prospectus:  C‘If the majority of voters do
not favor the law, and If those agalnst it
organize so that they may be counted, the
law will be repealed and the regulatory
power under the prohibition amendment
will be left to each State under the con-
current clause.”  The acknowledged pro-
gramme of these two organizations is simply
a nullifieation of the Elghteenth Amend-
ment. The New York organization frankly
admits that its purpose Is to prevent the
Elghteenth  Amendment from becoming
uperative, !

“*The Washington organization proposes
to repeal the Volstead act and thus allow
the wet States to remain wet and the dry
States to enact and enforce thelr own lnws
No one can galnsay the fact that this means
nullifieation of national prohibition.

“Notwithstanding the organized opw
sitiof to prohibition, 1t will stand If i<
friends are alert and actlve

“One of the great dally papers of the *
United States recently sald in an editorial

*“'The Antl-Saloon League, which organ
lzed and led the winonlng movement for
overthrow of the traffie, owed fts sucvess
ta ndopting the non-partisan steategy of the
liquor interest= and beating them at thel
awn game. The policy was effective from

the start; booze was driven from towns gl
countles and from a capldly growlng noum
ber of States, and finally, twenty-two yenrs
after the leagone had become a natlonn!
body, a prohibitory amendment to the Fed
ernl Cionstitution was passed hy Congross
nnil adopted by the flﬂor-n-nr.\‘ three-fonri he
of the States’

“The W. ", T. U, will be an added fore
in sustaining and enforcing prohibition
The wamen now have the vote. The
woman's home Interpst makes her naty
rally a foe to the saloon, which is n home
wroecker If these and other forees that
conteibnted to the securing of prohibition
Keep, thedr organizations inthet and aggres-
sive, matlonal prohibition will not only he
sustalned, It will be made more offective,
and Its benefits will be unlversally recog-
alzged In coming years, Within one or two
decades the bevernge liguor traffic will be
in the same position that <lavery = to=day
It will be defendel by no respectable class

of our citizenship”




